"Nobody asks when physics started; it has always been there. It's the same with Kabbalah. The work of the Kabbalist consists in discovering the rules which govern the world we live in". The rabbi lets his gaze wander over the group of potential new students who have turned up for the Kabbalah Centre's free introductory lecture at the Centro Cultural San Martín in Buenos Aires. His Spanish is steady, though now and then he searches for the correct words; the accent reveals an Israeli background, mixed with the characteristic Buenos Aires jargon. His tall stature, a greyish beard, the Jewish kippah 2 and a firm, yet mild, voice give him an air of authority and wisdom, but rarely in an intimidating way. "2000 years ago", he continues, "the Zohar 3 stated that the world is round like a ball and that people live on the lower side but do not fall down. and was established formally in 2001 with the arrival of a rabbi from the Centre in Chile. 6 The Centre has since then experienced increasing popularity among the middle and upper middle classes of the Argentine capital, but also dramatic reorganisation. During my fieldwork, over three periods between 2007 and 2009, there was an air of optimism in the Buenos Aires Centre, both leaders and students spoke of expansion and the possibility of reaching status as Latin America's most important Kabbalah Centre, and in early 2009 new teachers arrived in order to broaden the course schedule. In 2010, however, the situation was quite different; the leaders and teachers had been transferred to more promising communities in Miami and Panama, and the Buenos Aires students were left managing the Centre through virtual classes and considerably reduced resources.
During my fieldwork, I heard a number of references to science; as parallels and explanatory metaphors in the courses and in the books, or sometimes merely as curious digressions. The Kabbalah Centre International's spiritual leader Philip Berg has shown a passionate interest in science since the start and is convinced of the scientific validity of the Kabbalistic knowledge. "From his earliest writings, he explained that the Zohar and other Kabbalistic writings constitute the most complete scientific textbook in existence, containing the information necessary for understanding the root causes for the functioning of the physical world" (Myers, 2007: 105) .
